The use of fluoroquinolones as antiinfective transition-therapy agents in community-acquired pneumonia.
The newer quinolone antibiotics, including levofloxacin, moxifloxacin, and gatifloxacin, offer coverage of the likely pathogens in community-acquired pneumonia (CAP) and have been shown to be safe and effective treatments for CAP. Two of these agents, levofloxacin and gatifloxacin, have pharmacokinetic and antibacterial properties that are similar in both oral and intravenous formulations. As such, they may be excellent candidates for transition therapy involving early switch from intravenous to oral therapy followed by early hospital discharge for patients with CAP